MAJOR WORLD RELIGIONS

EASTERN RELIGIONS

1469-1593 cE

The life of Guru Nanak,
founder of Sikhism.

60 CE

Buddhism is introduced in China
by Emperor Ming Di after he
converts to the faith.

N

551-478 BCE

ideology and religion.

Lifetime of Confucius, founder of Confucianist
faith. His teachings on social ethics are the
basis of Chinese education, ruling-class

CONNECTIONS

1956 CE

Indian untouchable leader B.R. Ambedkar
converts to Buddhism, with more than

350,000 followers—beginning the
modern Neo-Buddhist movement.

1708 cE

Gobind Singh, tenth and last

Sikh guru, is assassinated.

800 ck

Bhakti revival curtails Buddhism in South
India. In the North, Buddha is revered as
Vishnu’s 9th incarnation.

600-500 BCE

Earliest Confucianist writing, Shu
Ching, incorporates ideas of
harmony and heaven.

623-543 BCE

Life of Siddhartha Gautama, the
Buddha, born in Uttar Pradesh in
a princely Shakya Saivite family.

2000 BCE

Indo-Europeans (Celts, Slavs, Lithuanians,
Ukranians) follow cosmology, theology,
astronomy, ritual, society and marriage
that parallel early Vedic patterns.

3228-3102 BCE

Traditionally accepted time of
Krishna’s life on earth.

400 cE

Vatsyayana writes Kamasutr
famous texts on erotics.

300 BCE

1947 cE

British India is partitioned on reli-
gious lines; into an Islamic country
of Pakistan and the secular nation
of India with a Hindu majority.

1274 ck

Council of Lyons Il declares that
souls go immediately to heaven,
purgatory or hell; interpreted by
Catholic fathers as condemning the
doctrine of reincarnation.

381 CE

The second Ecumenical Council, the

Council of Constantinople,

reaffirms/revises the Nicene Creed

repudiating Arianism and
Macedonianism.

Theravada Buddhism is introduced to
Sri Lanka by the Venerable Mahinda.

600 BCE

Life of Lao-tzu, founder of Taoism in China,
author of the Tao-te-Ching. Its esoteric
teachings of simplicity and selflessness shape
Chinese life for 2,000 years and permeate the
religions of Vietnam, Japan and Korea.

|

700 BCE

Western religions.
|

2040 BCE

Prince Rama is born at Ayodhya,
site of future Rama temple.

Life of Zoroaster of Persia, founder of
Zoroastrianism. His holy book, Zend Avesta,
contains many verses from the Rig and
Atharva Veda. His strong distinctions
between good and evil set the dualistic tone of
the God and devil which distuinguishes all later
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HINDUISM

Date of Origin
1900 BCE

Place of Origin
Indus Valley / India
Founder

Aryans

Deity

Poly

Scripture

Vedas, esp. Upanishads
Fate

Rebirth

Followers Today
793 Million

ZOROASTRIANISM

Date of Origin
700 BCE

Place of Origin
Persia

Founder
Zoroaster

Deity

Ahura Mazda
Scripture
Avesta

Fate

Judged
Followers Today
200,000

BUDDHISM

Date of Origin
500 BCE

Place of Origin
India / Southeast Asia
Founder

Buddha

Deity

Pan

Scripture
Tipitaka

Fate

Rebirth
Followers Today
325 Million

CONFUCIANISM

Date of Origin
500 BCE

Place of Origin
China

Founder
Confucius

Deity

None

Scripture
Analects, | Ching
Fate

Death
Followers Today
221 Million *

* Combined number of Confucianists
and Toaists

TOAISM

Date of Origin
550 BCE

Place of Origin
China

Founder

Lao Tzu

Deity

Poly

Scripture
Tao-te-Ching
Fate

Immortal
Followers Today
221 Million *

* Combined number of Confucianists
and Toaists

SIKHISM

Date of Origin
1550 CE

Place of Origin
Punjab

Founder

Guru Nanak

Deity

Sat-Kartar
Scripture

Guru Granth Sahib
Fate

Rebirth
Followers Today
19 Million

3100 Bce

The initial form of Stonehenge is
completed. The circular bank
and ditch enclosure, about 360
feet across, may be complete
with a timber circle.

3000 BcE

The second phase of
Stonehenge is completed and
appears to function as the first
enclosed cremation cemetery in
the British Isles.

STONEHENGE / PAGANISM

2600 BcE

Stonehenge begins to take on
the form of its final phase. The
wooden posts are replaced with
that of bluestone.

1600 BcE

The ancient development of
Stonehenge comes to an end.

1905 ck

Becoming a place of pilgrimage
for neo-druids and other pagans,
the Ancient Order of Druids
organized the first reconstruc-
tionist ceremony in Stonehenge.

1960s cE

Various Neopagan and New
Age movements gain
momentum.

EGYPTIAN / PHARAONIC

3000 Bce

Egyptians begin to measure
time through a calendar based
on the three natural cycles (the
solar day, the lunar month and
the solar year).

2635 BCE

Imhotep, high priest of Ptah at
Memphis and founder of Medi-
cine, erects a pyramid made of
stone at Saqqgara for pharaoh
Djoser (Step Pyramid).

2575 BcE

Sneferu founds the 4th dynasty
(Old Kingdom) and builds in
Dahshur the first pyramid with
straight sides (Red Pyramid).

2560 Bce

The approximate time accepted
as the completion of the Great
Pyramid of Giza, the oldest
pyramid of the Giza Plateau.

2495 Bce

The first of the oldest surviving
religious texts, the Pyramid
Texts, are composed in Ancient

Egypt.

30 BCE

Cleopatra VII and Mark Antony
are defeated by Augustus,
Egypt becomes a province of
the Roman Empire.

650 CE

The Qur’an is completed.

/ BCE - 36 CE

The approximate time-frame for the life of
Jesus of Nazareth, the central figure of
Christianity.

_—

1300-1000 BCE

The believed time of the
Hebrew exodus from Egypt.
The first books of the Torah

are composed.

JUDAISM

Date of Origin
1900 BCE

Place of Origin
Israel

Founder
Abraham

Deity

Yahweh
Scripture

Old Testament
Fate

Death
Followers Today
14 Million

700-500 BcE

The Xochitecatl Pyramid of
Flowers, Building of the Serpent,
Building of the Spiral and
Platform of the Volcano built in
Tlaxcala, Mexico.

500 Bce

The Great Pyramid was built by
the Olmecs in La Venta,
Mexico. The pyramid itself has
never been excavated.

431 CE

~

1962-1965 cE

The second Vatican council

takes place.

Y
1947 CE

The Jewish state of Israel
is created.

1817-1892 cE

The life of Baha'u'llah,
founder of the Baha'i Faith.

1517 cE

Martin Luther, of the Protestant
Reformation, posts the 95 theses.

.I.

The third Ecumenical Council, the Council of

Ephesus, is held as a result of the controversial
teachings of Nestorius, of Constantinople. It
repudiates Nestorianism, proclaims the Virgin
Mary as the Mother of God, and again
reaffirmes the Nicene Creed.

CHRISTIANITY

Date of Origin
30 CE

Place of Origin
Israel / Palestine

CATHOLICISM

Date of Origin
110 CE

Place of Origin
Rome / Jerusalem

Founder Founder
Jesus Peter, Paul
Deity Deity
God God
Scripture Scripture
New Testament New Testament
Fate Fate
Judged Judged
Followers Today Followers Today
1.9 Billion * 981 Million
* All Christian faiths, including
Catholicism and Protestantism
MESOAMERICAN
300 Bce- 100 ck 100-600 ck

The Mayans built the La Danta
and El Tigre pyramids at El
Mirador, Guatamala. La Danta is
one of the largest pyramids in
the world.

100 ck

Teotihuacan Sun and Moon
pyramids built. The influence
of the Teotihuacan empire
stretched from Guatamala to
Texas.

The Mayan High Temple, Jaguar
Temple and Mask Temple built in
Lamanai, Belize.

700-900 ce

The Xochicalco Temple of the
Feathered Serpent built near
Mexico City. It includes apparent
influences of Teotihuacan and
Maya art.

ABRAHAMIC RELIGIONS

-

*

325 CE

The first Ecumenical Council, the Council of Nicaea,
is convened to attain a consensus on doctrine
through an assembly representing all of Christen-
dom. It establishes the original Nicene Creed, fixes
Easter date, recognizes primacy of the sees of
Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch and grants the See
of Jerusalem a position of honor.

110 cE

Ignatius of Antioch uses the term Catholic Church
in a letter to the Church at Smyrna, one of the
letters of undisputed authenticity attributed to
him. In this and other letters he insists on the
importance of the bishops in the Church and
speaks harshly about heretics and Judaizers.

925 BCE

Jewish King David forms an

% 1930 cE

Nation of Islam is founded by
Wallace D. Fard Muhammad.

570-632 ck

Life-time of Muhammad ibn
‘Abdullah, the founder of Islam.

1095-1099 ce

The first of nine Crusades
takes place.

empire in what is present-day

Israel and Lebanon.

2000-1850 BcE

The traditionally accepted life-
time of the Judeochristian
/Islamic patriarchal figure
Abraham. Likely born in Ur
Kasdim or Haran and died in
Machpelah, Canaan.

.I.

L

ISLAM PROTESTANTISM BAHA'ISM
Date of Origin Date of Origin Date of Origin
600 CE 1517 CE 1850 CE
Place of Origin Place of Origin Place of Origin
Middle East Germany Persia / Iraq
Founder Founder Founder
Muhammad Martin Luther Baha Ullah
Deity Deity Deity
Allah God God
Scripture Scripture Scripture
Qur’an 95 Theses Kitabi lkan
Fate Fate Fate
Judged Judged Spritual Journey
Followers Today Followers Today Followers Today
1.1 Billion 404 Million 6 Million

GREEK

900-700 BcE 730 BcE 594 BcE

Geometric Period. First Olympic
Games in 776 BCE.

750-700 BcE

Late Geometric Period. Greek
colonies established in South-
ern Italy & Sicily, invention of
Greek alphabet, Homeric poems
recorded in writing.

First Messenian War, Sparta
invades Messenia (730-710),
Naxos founded (734), Syracuse
founded (733).

640 BcE

Second Messenian War, Sparta
invades Messenia (640-630),
Cyrene founded (630).

Solon replaces the Draconian
law in Athens and lays the
foundation for Democracy. He
introduced the first coinage and
weights and measures.

510 Bce

Alcmaeonid family and
Spartans free Athens from
tyranny. Introduction of
Democracy in Athens.

Note: Not all events related to each religion are listed, only what | found to be the major events based on my research.
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