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Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English
telephone 1. Apparatus for transmitting sound to a distance by wire or cord or
radio, esp. by converting acoustic vibrations to electrical signals for transmission;
transmitting and receiving instrument used in this, with bell to indicate incoming
call...
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Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary
telephone 1. The telephone is an electrical system of communication that
makes it possible for you to talk directly to someone else in a different place,

usually by dialling a number on a piece of equipment and speaking into it...

MacMillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners of American English
telephone 1. A piece of electrical equipment that you use for speaking to

someone in a different place.
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