A Bad Case of Puppy Love
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Ally lived in A had ona . She said
Ally was smart and fun. I said I appreciated the , but I . The

mutual friend lowered her voice and added, "She has a terrific body." With that, my
schedule cleared up, and I made a date.
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I found Ally's and rang her doorbell. A pretty woman with a of dark
greeted me. She stuck out her hand, introduced herself and smiled. She had a great set of
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As we shook, a little ball of fur sprang out of the shadows and ed toward me. The
dog was and not much bigger than a football. He hopped on his
barking at me in a high- ed tone that sounded like a rubber ing on a
basketball court. Oh, great, I thought. Another single girl over 30 with a dog.
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Ally picked him up and d him, speaking in a baby voice. "This is
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"What kind of dog is he?" I said, ing enthusiasm.
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Rusty looked more than dog, the kind you'd feed to larger s. He ed his
tongue as he . I'd never had a pet growing up, but I knew how to A
held out my hand. "Hey, little ," I 'said.
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Rusty leaned forward to . Then he ed, a low from some dark,
evil place in his furry chest. | ed my hand back.
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Ally went upstairs to get her purse. I watched her walk. She did have a terrific body.
Rusty ed at me. I
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Ally returned with her purse. "Goodbye, ," she said, bending down to pet the
little . And then, , he licked her mouth and face. ,

I suppose. I tried to pet Rusty goodbye to show what a good guy I was, but he
. I half-expected him to open his mouth and say, "Bring her back before 11 or else."
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Ally and I had cocktails and dinner. I liked her. I felt a . It was the drop-kick
dog, I decided, that had to go. I drove her home and kissed her goodnight. It wasn't until
after we'd kissed that I remembered her ing all over her face only a few
hours earlier.
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Ally and I spent a lot of time together over the next month. One night at I
realized I'd . Melted hung off her chin, and I reached over and
wiped it off. , as | knew from the , was a sure sign of

in the animal kingdom. They say we're granted only one great romance in a
lifetime. I wondered if this was it.
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Ally invited me back to her apartment. I had a feeling this was the night we would

our relationship. I could barely . I attacked as soon as we got
to her door, kissing and her like a 16-year-old. She smelled like s. She
opened the door, and Rusty charged at us, bouncing in greeting.
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" ," I said, ting him away. "I paid for dinner."
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Up in Ally's bedroom, it was finally just the two of us. A dozen candles burned, casting

shadows across our naked s. I held her terrific body close to mine and whispered
things. Then I got a strange feeling we were not alone. I looked up. Rusty stood on

the bed in attention, tongue out, tail ging.
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"What's wrong?" Ally asked.
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"I'm not doing this with him in the room!"
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Ally laughed, then picked up Rusty and carried him to the door. "Rusty-pooter," she
cooed. "You have to let Mommy alone right now." She put him down and closed the door.
She smiled and climbed back in bed. I wrapped my arms around her. Who's
the master now, Rusty?
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Rusty began to and the door. I tried to , but he wouldn't stop.
He got louder and louder. " ! Ah-roooo!"
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"Ignore him," she said, my ear.
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It wasn't easy, but [
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The next morning, I rolled over to kiss Ally and stared instead into a pair of
brown eyes by a hairy . Rusty lay on the pillow. He stuck out his tongue at me

and ed. Then he leapt off the bed and trotted out of the room. I don't know how he'd
opened the door in the middle of the night. I didn't care. I'd slept with a dog.
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Ally dragged Rusty along with us whenever she could. I was embarrassed to be seen in
public with him. Women loved him, bending down to him while their male
companions ed at me. Why couldn't Ally own a real dog, like a ora
? The kinds of dogs we regularly encountered on our walks down
, tugging their owners behind them like ?
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But over the next few weeks something amazing happened: that sack of
began to . I was over at Ally's nearly every night, but my time there

increasingly was spent not with Ally but with Rusty.
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First I discovered that petting him ed me after a hard day. Then I learned how, after
a large meal, it helped to him across my like a warm water bottle. Before long
I was talking baby talk to Rusty and feeding him s from the dinner table despite
Ally's s. I even volunteered to walk him and pick up his . Ally was
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So was 1. I'd fallen for Rusty. I knew it, of course, when I began grooming him -- picking
food out of his beard, ing him after it rained.
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As my relationship with Rusty ed, s emerged in my romance with Ally. She
was . She was . She never ed.
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I was no saint. I put myself first. I corrected her grammar. And when I felt my freedom
ed, I with . But whenever I considered the
of ending our relationship, I . It wasn't just about the two

of us anymore. There was Rusty to consider.
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I'm not sure when Ally suspected my affection had ed. Was it the fact that whenever
I visited her apartment, I greeted Rusty with a big hug before her? Or was it the time I
returned from New York with , a toy for Rusty, but nothing for her?
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Plus now I was the one trying to include Rusty in all of our plans, suggesting restaurants
that allowed dogs, us to take long walks on the beach at sunset. At work, I found

myself daydreaming about Rusty and wondering what he was doing at that very moment.
I watched dog shows on
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I guess the real came when I left the bedroom door open one night, eager
for that to race in and join us. I patted the spot next to me, inviting

him to lie on me. Ally sat up in the dark and hissed, "Don't do that! He'll keep us up!"
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"O.K.," I said. But once Ally began to , | patted the bed again. Rusty trotted up and
laid his head on my chest. | my arm around him and fell asleep, arm in . The
passion in my sex life with Ally had cooled, but I didn't care. I had Rusty.
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One night Ally and I were watching TV in my apartment. Rusty was there, too, ed in
my lap. I was ming his paws when I felt Ally's eyes on me.
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She asked, "Do you ever see us living together?"
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"Sure," I said, trying to make the conversation go away.
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"You know we've been together for a year now."
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Had it been that long? It seemed like just yesterday I'd met Rusty. I scratched behind his
ear. , he's cute. I picked up Schlep the Camel and threw it. Rusty dit. I was

about to throw it again when Ally shouted, "Stop it!" She looked me right in the eye and
said, "I need to know how you feel about me."
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I didn't say anything for a good long time. I looked at Rusty. He rolled over for me to
scratch his belly. I d life without him. It felt empty.
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"I care deeply about you," I said.
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"But you don't love me?"
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"T don't know."
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She nodded. Tears ed down her face.
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I felt sad, but my own tears wouldn't come. I watched in silence as Ally ed her things.
Rusty , too, wagging his tail, confused. Out came T-shirts, s and
slippers. S, s and s. From the bathroom came es, 20
different types of hair product, , even her toothbrush.

25 ERES LA T R © SIS yﬁbwmoﬁéﬁwf
R EPHER U R o TIT o e TR fGhE s St o
%—fﬁ\wwg@w« IR =T _%ﬁﬁk’ﬂ%i@ﬁfﬁ@ﬁ
?JU“JH;‘:LJ °

44 =
She had a lot of stuff. She had more stuff at my apartment than I did.
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I tried to , but when she packed Rusty's food and water bowls, I started to
my decision.
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"Maybe we shouldn't do this right now," I said, ing the bowls.
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HWhy?"
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"We should wait," I said. " a

rf?f?ﬁi%§31§~ TR TF L “EF@F%JI,[ FRfT e

49 &
Ally ed the bowls back into her bag and gathered her keys. Then she attached Rusty's
, and to my he jumped with joy. He must've thought he was going for a walk.
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I and hugged Rusty. "Goodbye, ," I said. He licked my face.
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They left the apartment. As they walked away, Ally stopped and turned around. She
picked up Rusty and cradled him. She ed away tears and said, "I really loved you."
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I stared at Rusty, and then the tears that wouldn't come for so long finally ed,

ing down my cheeks. I called out, "I loved you, too."
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