ETHS 710 Theories and Issues in Ethnic Studies

Fall 2011, Wednesdays 4:10-6:50, T-R 4

Amy Sueyoshi

Director and Associate Professor of Race and Resistance Studies

Associate Professor of Sexuality Studies

Webpage: online.sfsu.edu/~sueyoshi/

EP 111c, sueyoshi@sfsu.edu
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Course Description

In the late 1960s students at various institutions of higher education organized to demand a curriculum that reflected their experience as “Third World People.”  Their demands resulted in classes that would come to serve as a foundation for the development of a new academic discipline that focused on the experiences of U.S. people of color and Native Americans.  In the past forty years ethnic studies as a field has grown exponentially, contributing innovative perspectives in literature, sociology, history, and cultural studies among other disciplines.  This course identifies and critically examines these theories and issues since its inception to its most current developments.  Students will review and analyze the evolution of concepts and trends around issues of race, class, gender, and sexuality central to indigenous people and people of color in the United States. 
Course Requirements

Students will be evaluated on their participation (20%), reading responses (60%), and final paper (20%). Participation comprises of prompt and regular attendance and the facilitation of discussion for one week’s reading. Additionally, you are required to turn in twelve response papers for twelve of the fourteen weeks of assigned readings. Response papers should be two pages double-spaced and consist of a one-paragraph summary of all the readings; a two-paragraph critical analysis of the issues; and a concluding paragraph on how the readings’ argument and concepts are important, contradictory, or provocative for your own thesis topic.  Responses are due at the beginning of class. The final paper should be five pages, double-spaced and begin with an opening paragraph that briefly outlines your thesis project. The remaining paragraphs should then outline how your thesis project borrows from various theories. The final paper should cite no less than six of the readings from the course.  

Course Materials
Michael Omi and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the United States: From the 1960s to the 1990s, 2d edition (New York: Routledge, 1994).

A second book listed below is no longer in print.  You will likely be able to find a used copy for purchase on the internet. You may also borrow it from your local public or SFSU’s library through Link+. A copy will also be placed on reserve at the library. 

Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa, ed., This Bridge Called My Back : Writings by Radical Women of Color (Watertown, MA: Persephone Press, 1981).
All other assigned readings are available in the course reader.  Information on where to purchase the course reader will be announced on the first day of class.
Week 1
August 24 - Introduction and Course Guidelines

Week 2
August 31 - Laying the Groundwork
Michael Omi and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the United States: From the 1960s to the 1990s, 2d edition (New York: Routledge, 1994).
Week 3
September 7 – Before Ethnic Studies

W.E.B. Dubois, Chapter 1 “Or Our Spiritual Strivings,” Chapter 2 “Of the Dawn o Freedom,” and Chapter 10 “Of the Faith and of the Fathers,” in Souls of Black Folks from The Oxford W.E.B. Dubois Reader, ed., Eric J. Sundquist (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), 101-121, 198-207.
Simon Pokagon, “Red Man’s Greeting,” Talking Back to Civilization: Indian Voices from the Progressive Era, ed., Frederick E. Hoxie (Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2001), 30-35.

Thomas A. Guglielmo, “Fighting for Caucasian Rights: Mexicans, Mexican Americans, and the Transnational Struggle for Civil Rights in World War II Texas,” Journal of American History 92, no. 4 (March 2006): 1212-1237.

(Available online through JSTOR accessible through SFSU library website.)
Ian F. Haney López, Chapter 4 “Ozawa and Thind” in White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race (New York: New York University Press, 1996), 79-109.

Week 4 

September 14 – Call to Arms and the Rise of Cultural Nationalism

Frantz Fanon, “Concerning Violence,” The Wretched of the Earth (New York: Grove Press, 1963), 35-106.

Paolo Freire, “Chapter 1,” Pedagogy of the Oppressed, 30th Anniversary Edition (New York: Continuum, 2000), 43-69. 
Le Roi Jones, “Black is a Country,” “What Does Non-violence Mean,” “American Sexual Reference,” and “Black Hope,” Home: Social Essays (New York: William Morrow & Co., Inc., 1966), 82-100, 133-154, 216-233, 234-237.
Rodolfo Corky Gonzales, “I am Joaquin,” http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/latinos/joaquin.htm.
AIM, “Trail of Broken Treaties 20-point Position Paper - Indian Manifesto,” http://www.aimovement.org/ggc/trailofbrokentreaties.html 

Chin and Jeffery Paul Chan, “Racist Love,” in Seeing Through Shuck, ed., Richard Kostelanetz (New York: Ballantine Books, 1972), 65-79.

Week 5
September 21 – Radical Responses

Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa, ed., This Bridge Called My Back : Writings by Radical Women of Color (Watertown, MA: Persephone Press, 1981).
Ann Cook, “Black Pride? Some Contradictions,” in Black Woman: An Anthology, ed. Toni Cade (New York: Mentor, 1970) 149-161.

bell hooks, “Introduction” and “Chapter 3: Imperialism of Patriarchy,” Ain’t I a Woman: Black Women and Feminism (Boston: South End Press, 1982), 1-13, 87-117.

Angela Davis, “Chapter 13: The Approaching Obsolescence of Housework: A Working-class Perspective,” Women, Race, and Class, (New York: Random House, 1981), 222-244.
Week 6 
September 28 – Class and the Upwardly Mobile
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party,” http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/manifest.pdf.
William Julius Wilson, The Declining Significance of Race: Blacks and Changing American Institutions (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980), 62-143.

Michael Reich, Racial Inequality: A Political-Economic Analysis (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1981), 17-75. 
Week 7
October 5 – Politics of Identity 
Gloria Anazaldua, “La Conciencia de la Mestiza: Towards a New Consciousness,” Borderlands/La Frontera (San Francisco, Aunt Lute Books, 1987), 77-98.

Maria P.P. Root, “A Bill of Rights for Racially Mixed People,” in The Multiracial Experience: Racial Borders as the New Frontier, ed. Maria P.P. Root (London: Sage Publications, 1996), 3-14.

Circe Sturm, Chapter 4 “Law of Blood, Politics of Nation” and Chapter 5 “Social Classification Racial Contestation,” Blood Politics: Race, Culture, and Identity in the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2002), 82-141.

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color,” Stanford Law Review 43, no.6 (1991):1241-1299.
Lisa Lowe, “Heterogenity, Hybridity, and Multiplicity,” reprinted in Asian American Studies: A Reader, ed., Jean Yu-Wen Shen Wu and Min Song (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2000), 423-442.
Week 8
October 12 – The Gaze
Michel Foucault, “Docile Bodies” and “Panopticism,” Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, 2d ed., (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 135-169, 195-228.
Edward Said, Chapter 1 “The Scope of Orientalism,” Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1994), 31-110.
Linda Tuhiwai Smith, “Research Through Imperial Eyes” and “Colonizing Knowledges,” Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples (New York: Zed Books Limited, 1999), 43-77. 
Chandra Talpade Mojanty, “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses,” in Chandra Talpade Mojanty, Ann Russo, and Lourdes Torres, Eds., Third World Women and the Politics of Feminism (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991), 51-80.
Week 9

October 19 – Race and Representation

Marita Sturken and Lisa Cartwright, “Practices of Looking,” Practices of Looking: An Introduction to Visual Culture (New York: Oxford University Press, 2001), 10-44.

Richard Fung, “Looking for my Penis: The Eroticized Asian in Gay Video Porn,” in Q&A: Queer in Asian America, ed., David L. Eng and Alice Y. Hom (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1998), 117-134.
Catrióna Rueda Esquibel, “Queer for the Revolution: The Representation of Politics and the Politics of Representation,” With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana Lesbians (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2006), 145-175.

Jasbir K. Puar “The Sexuality of Terrorism,” Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times (Durham: Duke University Press, 2007), 37-78. 
Week 10
October 26 – Mimicry

Homi K. Bhabha, Chapter 4 “Of Mimicry and Man,” The Location of Culture (New York: Routledge, 1994), 85-92.
Eric Lott, Chapter 2 “Love and Theft: ‘Racial’ Production and the Social Unconscious of Blackface” and Chapter 6 “‘Genuine Negro Fun’: Racial Pleasure and Class Formation in the 1840s,” Love and Theft : Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (New York : Oxford University Press, 1993), 38-62, 136-168.
Frances Negrón-Mutaner, “Chapter 3: Feeling Pretty: West Side Story and U.S. Puerto Rican Identity,” Boricua Pop: Puerto Ricans and the Latinization of American Culture (New York: New York University Press, 2004), 

(Available online through SFSU library catalog.)
José Munoz, “Performing Disidentifications” and “‘The White to be Angry’: Vaginal Creme Davis’s Terrorist Drag,” Disidentification: Queers of Color and the Performance of Politics (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1999), 1-34, 93-115.

Week 11
November 2 – Problems in Ethnic Studies

Devon Mihesuah, “Writing About Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash,” Indigenous American Women: Decolonization, Empowerment, Activism (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2003), 9-13.

Sucheta Mazumdar, “Asian American Studies and Asian Studies: Rethinking Roots,” in Asian Americans: Comparative and Global Perspectives, ed. Shirley Hune, Hyung-Chan Kim, Stephen S. Fugita, and Amy Ling (Pullman: Washington State University Press, 1991), 29-44.

Lauro G. Flores, “Thirty Years of Chicano and Chicana Studies,” in Johnnella E. Butler, Color-Line to Borderlands: The Matrix of American Ethnic Studies (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2001), 203-223.

Elizabeth Cook-Lynn and Craig Howe, “The Dialectics of Ethnicity in America: A View from American Indian Studies,” in Johnnella E. Butler, Color-Line to Borderlands: The Matrix of American Ethnic Studies (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2001), 150-168.

Week 12

November 9 - Sovereignty and Self Determination

Joanne Barker, “For Whom Sovereignty Matters,” Sovereignty Matters: Locations of Contestation and Possibility in Indigenous Struggles for Self-Determination (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2005) 1-31.

J. Kēhaluani Kauanui, “Chapter 1: Racialized Beneficiaries and Geneological Descendents” in Hawaiian Blood: Colonialism and the Politics of Sovereignty and Indigeneity (Durham: Duke University Press, 2008), 37-65.
Haunani Kay Trask, “Introduction” and “Lovely Hula Hands: Corporate Tourism and the Prostitution of Hawaiian Culture,” From a Native Daughter: Colonialism & Sovereignty in Hawai’i (Monroe, ME: Common Courage Press, 1993), 1-28, 179-197.

Andrea Smith, Chapter 8 “U.S. Empire and the War Against Native Sovereignty,” Conquest: Sexual Violence and American Indian Genocide (Cambridge, MA: South End Press, 2005), 177-191.  

Week 13
November 16 – Transnationalism

Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan, “Global Identities: Theorizing Transnational Studies of Sexuality” Gay and Lesbian Quarterly 4, no. 4 (2001): 663-680. 
Juana Maria Rodriguez, “Welcome to the Global Stage: Confessions of a Cyber Slut,” Queer Latinidad: Identity Practices and Discursive Spaces (New York: New York University Press, 2003), 114-151.
Paul Gilroy, “‘Not a Memory to Pass On’: Living Memory and Slave Sublime,” Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1993), 187-223.
Aihwa Ong, “Introduction” and “Labor Arbitrage,” Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty (Durham: Duke University Press, 2006), 1-27, 157-166.

Week 14
November 23 – No Class, Thanksgiving Recess 
Week 15 

November 30 – Postcolonial and Settler Colonialism

Trin Minh Ha, “Grandma’s Story,” Woman/ Native/ Other: Writing Postcoloniality and Feminism (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1989), 119-151.  

Joseph A. Massad, “Introduction,” Desiring Arabs (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007), 1-50.

 Candace Fujikane, “Introduction: Asian Settler Colonialism in the U.S. Colony of Hawai‘i” and Ida Yoshinaga and Eiko Kosasa “Local Japanese Women for Justice (LJWJ) Speak Out Against Daniel Inouye and the JACL,” Asian Settler Colonialism, ed. Candace Fujikane and Jonathan Y. Okamura (Honolulu: University of Hawai'I Press, 2008), 1-42, 294-306.
Week 16

December 7 – Queer Theory

Judith Butler, “Introduction,” Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of “Sex” (New York: Routledge, 1993), 1-23.
Gayatri Gopinath, “Impossible Desires,” Impossible Desires: Queer Diasporas and South Asian Cultures (Durham: Duke University Press, 2005), 1-28.
M. Jacqui Alexander, “Remembering This Bridge Called My Back, Remembering Ourselves,” Pedagogies of Crossing: Meditations of Feminism, Sexual Politics, Memory, and the Sacred (Durham: Duke University Press, 2005), 258-286. 

David Eng, “Introduction: Queer Liberalism and Racialization of Intimacy” and “Language of Kinship: Transnational Adoption and Two Mothers in First Person Plural,” The Feeling of Kinship: Queer Liberalism and the Racialization of Intimacy (Durham: Duke University Press, 2010), 1-22, 94-137. (Entire book available online through SFSU library website catalog.)
December 14 Final papers due at 11am in my office
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