ETHS 645, HMSX 645 
Sex and the City: Race, Lies, and Love in San Francisco

Tuesdays 4:10-6:55
Professor Amy Sueyoshi

Webpage: online.sfsu.edu/~sueyoshi/

PSY 106, 415-405-0774

Office Hours: TBA and by appointment

sueyoshi@sfsu.edu

E-reserves password: Frisco

By the end of the 19th century San Francisco was well-known as a city where “anything goes.”  From its earliest days as a bustling mining outpost for fortune-seeking bachelors, the city quickly gained nationwide recognition for its rowdy sexuality and questionable morality.  This course explores sexual and gender demonstrations and declarations in the city and its relationship to race and ethnicity.  Readings will be organized chronologically from the San Francisco’s earlier days as Yerba Buena to the present and address issues of desire, power, and privilege through the disciplinary lenses of Ethnic Studies and Human Sexuality.  The course covers multiple aspects of sex and the city including orientation, oppression, intercourse, health, and the performance of gender.  By using both secondary and primary sources, students will review not only scholarship on race, gender, sexuality, and San Francisco, but also engage in its “practice” by drawing conclusions through the analysis of “evidence.”  Assigned materials will leave students with the evolving meanings of race, sexuality, and gender in the city’s lifespan and illuminate race and ethnicity’s role in San Francisco’s “sexperiences."  Assigned readings, class participation, two five-page papers, and one final seven-page research paper are required.

Participation

30%

Paper #1

20%

Paper #2

20%

Final paper

30%

Required Readings at the SFSU Bookstore and on reserve at the library

Albert L. Hurtado, Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culture in Old California (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999).

Del Lagrace Volcano and Judith “Jack” Halberstam, The Drag King Book (London: Serpent’s Tail, 1999).

All other required readings are available on E-reserves and posted in assigned order.

Participation that demonstrates that you have read and thought about the readings is absolutely required for a lively discussion.  Attendance is mandatory.  Please be punctual out of respect for your colleagues. The first two papers are due week seven and week twelve.  I will hand out three questions two weeks before each due date.  Use the assigned readings to craft a thoughtful, five-page answer to one of these questions.  The final paper is due the last day of finals week and requires research outside of class.  Explore a topic of your own choice and argue an interesting thesis in seven pages.  Use assigned readings to contextualize your point and base your argument in primary sources from your own research.  Papers are due at the beginning of class.  A third of a grade will be deducted from late papers for each day that it is late.

Week 1
Introduction

September 2
Course guidelines and requirements


Primary source exercise


KRON Special “Sex and the City” May 14, 2003

Week 2
Frontier Town

September 9
Albert L. Hurtado, Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culture in Old California (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999).

Primary source: Antonio Rosario Ortiz, “June 26, 1776,” Mission-Presidio Diary (San Francisco: Mission Dolores, 1776).

Week 3
Barbary Coast

September 16
Herbert Asbury, “Chapter X ‘Company Girls,’” The Barbary Coast: An Informal History of the San Francisco Underworld (New York : Thunder’s Mouth Press, 2002, c1933) 232-277.


Jacqueline Baker Barnhart, Chapter 3 “The Fairer Sex: American Style” and Chapter 4 “Filles de Joie: The Cosmopolitan Element,” The Fair but Frail: Prostitution in San Francisco, 1849-1900 (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1986) 25-56.

Week 4
Making Race

September 23
Nayan Shah, “Chapter 3: Perversity, Contamination, and the Dangers of Queer Domesticity,” Contagious Divides: Epidemics and Race in San Francisco’s Chinatown (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2001) 77-104.

Week 5
Monuments and Masculinity

September 30
Melissa Dabakis, “Doug Tilden’s Mechanics Foundation: Labor and the ‘Crisis of Masculinity’ in the 1890s,” American Quarterly 47, no.2 (June 1995): 204-235.
Week 6
Inter-war Years

October 7
Judy Tzu-Chun Wu, “Chapter 3: Beyond Marriage and Motherhood: The Sexual Life of Margaret Chung” in Mom Chung of the Fair-Haired Bastards : A Thematic Biography of Doctor Margaret Chung, 1889-1959 (Ph.D. Diss, Stanford University, 1998) 74-114.

Primary source: Excerpt from Elsa Gidlow’s Elsa, I Come with my Songs: The Autobiography of Elsa Gidlow (San Francisco: Booklegger Press, 1986) 207.

Week 7
Sex Work
October 14
In-class video: Live Nude Girls Unite (2000) VHS 70 minutes, San Francisco audio visual library item #83019.
First Paper due

Week 8
Dating

October 21
Robert Staples, “Introduction,” “Chapter 3: Dating Game” and “Chapter 7: Crossing the Color Line,” The World of Black Singles : Changing patterns of Male/Female Relations (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1981) xiii-xxi, 47-61, 93-112, 137-163.

Week 9
Urban Migration

October 28
Kath Weston, “Get thee to a Big City,” Gay and Lesbian Quarterly 2, (1995): 253-277.


Beatrice Medicine, “Changing Native American Roles in an Urban Context and Chaning Native American Sex Roles in an Urban Context,” Two Spirit People: Native American Gender, Identity, Sexuality, and Spirituality, eds., Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Wesley Thomas, and Sabine Lang (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1997) 145-155.

Primary Source: “Diversity Flourishes in Gay and Lesbian Couples,” San Francisco Chronicle, 15 September 2003, front page.
Week 10
Work 
November 4
Denise A. Segura, “Chicana and Mexican Immigrant Women at Work: The Impact of Class, Race, Gender on Occupational Mobility,” Gender and Society 3, no.1 (March 1989): 37-52.

Library instruction on research
Week 11
Sex stores
November 11
Meika Loe, “Feminism for Sale: Case Study of a Pro-Sex Feminist Business,” Gender and Society 13, no. 6 (December 1999): 705-732.

In-class video: Please Don’t Stop (2001).
Week 12
Drag
November 18
Del Lagrace Volcano and Judith “Jack” Halberstam, “Chapter 3: On Location,” “Chapter 6: Dodge Brothers,” and “Chapter 7: Class, Race, Masculinity,” The Drag King Book (New York and London: Serpent’s Tail, 1999), 64-106, 132-149.

Library instruction on research.

Second Paper Due

Week 13
Beauty and Sex

Novermber 25
Eugenia Kaw, “Medicalization of Racial Features: Asian American Women and Cosmetic Surgery,” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 7, no. 1 (March 1993): 74-89.

Primary source: Brad Parker, “Jason,” Oh Boy! Sex Comics (San Francisco: Leyland Publication, 1988).

Week 14
Desire, Community, and AIDS

December 2
Horacio Nelson Roque Ramirez, “La Dieciseis: Double Memories of Desire and Place “ in Communities of Desire: Queer Latina/Latino History and Memory, San Francisco Bay Area, 1960s-1900s (Ph.D. Diss, University California at Berkeley, 2001) 278-342.



Discussion of Paper Topics

Week 15
Pride
December 9
Walter Williams, “Introduction” and “Chapter 10: Survival and Pride,” The Spirit and the Flesh: Sexual Diversity in American Indian Culture (Boston: Beacon Press, 1986), 1-14, 201-229.

Week 16

December 16
Research Papers

Finals Week
Final Paper due at noon
December 19
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