
Coloring Queer, HMSX 380

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:35 –1:50 BUS 215

Fall 2004

Professor Amy Sueyoshi

Webpage: online.sfsu.edu/~sueyoshi/

EP 106 (formerly PSY 106), 415-405-0774
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Queer Studies and Ethnic Studies often seem at odds.  While scholars of both fields tout their dedication to social justice, they frequently ignore the very issues of one another.  Myopic white privilege and homophobia within communities of color appear to lay at the root of this seemingly benign neglect.  This course addresses the disciplinary void by illuminating the very intersection of race and sexuality through queer communities of color themselves.  The course focuses less on the causes of the erasure and more on how queer individuals of color negotiate family, race, and desire, and ultimately carve out spheres of sexual fulfillment in both positive and destructive ways.

Course Requirements

Course requirements include assigned readings, class participation, twice-a-week reaction papers, one community survey, and a final research paper.

Attendance and Participation


15%

Reaction Papers



25%

Community Survey



25%

Research Paper



35%

Assigned readings include three books and a reader on e-reserves.

The three books below have been ordered through the bookstore and are also on reserve at the library.  We will be reading excerpts from each of these books during weeks 5, 8, 11, and 12.

Cherrie Moraga, Loving in the War Years (Boston: South End Press, 1983).
E. Lynn Harris, Invisible Life (New York: Anchor Books, 1994).

Martin F. Manlansan IV, Global Divas (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003).
The majority of the readings are on e-reserves through the library web page. Go to the library home page at www.library.sfsu.edu.  Select “electronic reserves” to the left.  Select the instructor name or course number.  Type in the course password queen and select the week in which the readings are due.  Readings designated as “suggested additional readings” are not on e-reserves and are not required.  Those who wish to do the additional readings may feel free to do so.

Attendance and class participation are mandatory.  Thoughtful participation that demonstrates your engagement in the week’s reading is absolutely necessary for a lively discussion.

Reaction papers are due each day class meets at 9:30am in EP 106.  Place your single-spaced, typewritten, one-paragraph reactions to the reading into the manila envelope marked ETHS 380.  Open your reaction paper with a one to two sentence summary of the reading and devote the rest of the paragraph to articulating your personal thoughts about the text in a detailed and specific manner.  Reaction papers turned in after 9:30am and before 12:35pm will only receive half credit.  No reaction papers will be accepted after 12:35pm.

Community surveys will be due on Tuesday, November 23 at the beginning of class.  Explore one venue for queers of color such as a non-profit organization, artists’ gallery, or student group and write a two-page single-spaced survey that outlines the significance of the venue.  Include one scholarly article on the same theme as your survey and evaluate how your conclusions mirror or add to the points of the article.  Surveys not turned in on time will be deducted a third of a grade a day for every day it is late.

Research papers will be due Thursday, December 16 at noon in ESP 106.  Write five pages on any topic your choosing.  Include at least three outside sources and footnote accordingly using MLA, Turabian, or Chicago Style.

Class Schedule

Week 1

August 26

Introduction

Week 2 

August 31

Lesbian Gay Studies and Queer Theory

“Chapter 7: Queer” in Anna Marie Jagose, Queer Theory: An Introduction (New York: New York University Press, 1996) 72-100.

September 2
Critical Race Studies
“Chapter 4: Racial Formation” in Michael Omi and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the United States From the 1960s to the 1990s (New York: Routledge, 1994) 53-76.

Kimberle Williams Crenshaw, “Intersection of Race and Gender” in Critical Race Theory, ed. Kimberle Crenshaw, et. al. (New York: The New Press, 1995) 357-383.

Week 3 

September 7

Queer Acts Before Identity

Karen V. Hansen, “No Kisses is Like Youres,” in Lesbian Subjects: A Feminist Studies Reader, ed. Martha Vicinus (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1996): 178-207.

Suggested additional readings: “Female World of Love nd Ritual” in Caroll Smith-Rosenberg, Disorderly Conduct: Visions of Gender in Victorian America (New York: Oxford University Press, 1985) 53-76.

Judy Tzu-Chun Wu, “Was Mom Chung a ‘Sister Lesbian’?: Asian American Gender Experimentation and Interracial Homoeroticism,” Journal of Women’s History 13, no. 1 (Spring 2001): 58-82.

September 9

Stonewall and the Moment of Revolution
Excerpts from Martin Duberman, Stonewall (New York: Dutton, 1993) 65-71, 181-212, 235-239.
Week 4 

September 14

Cultural Nationalism and Same-sex Sexuality
“American Sexual Reference: Black Male” in LeRoi Jones Home: Social Essays (New York: William Morrow & Co., Inc., 1966) 217-233.

Suggested additional readings: “Chapter 3: Imperialism and Patriarchy” in bell hooks, Ain’t I a Woman: Black Women and Feminism (Boston: South End Press, 1981) 87-118.

Frank Chin and Jeffrey Paul Chan, “Racist Love” in Seeing Through Shuck, ed. Richard Kostelanetz (New York: Ballantine Books, 1972) 65-79.

Suggested additional readings: Daniel Y. Kim, “The Strange Love of Frank Chin” in Q&A: Queer in Asian America, ed. David L. Eng and Alice Y. Hom (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1998) 270-303.

September 16

Queer Response

Horacio N. Roque Ramirez, “ ‘That’s My Place!’: Negotiating Racial, Sexual, and Gender Politics in San Francisco’s Gay Latino Allaince, 1975-1983,” Journal of History Sexuality 12, no. 2 (April 2003): 224-258.

Chrystos, “I Don’t Understand Those Who Have Turned Away From Me” and Jo Carillo, “And When You Leave, Take Your Pictures With You” in This Bridge Called My Back: Writings By Radical Women of Color, ed. Cherrie Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa (Watertwon, MA: Persephone Press, 1981) 63-64, 68-70.

Week 5



September 21

The Birth of Third World Feminism

“A Long Line of Vendidas” in Cherrie Moraga, Loving in the War Years (Boston: South End Press, 1983) 90-144.

September 23

Contemporary LGBT Treatment of Race

B. Ruby Rich, "When Difference Is (More Than) Skin Deep" Queer Looks: Perspectives on Lesbian and Gay Film and Video, eds. Martha Gever, Pratibha Parmar, John Greyson (Toronto: Between the Lines, 1993), 318-339.

“Chapter 5: Our Sacred Past” in Leslie Feinberg, Transgender Warriors (Boston: Beacon Press, 1996) 38-47.

Suggested additional readings: Towle, Evan B. and Lynn M. Morgan.  “Romancing the Transgender Native: Rethinking the use of the ‘Third Gender’ Concept.”  GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 8 (2002): 469-497

Week 6

September 28

Claiming Identities
Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Wesley Thomas, and Sabine Lang “Introduction” in Two Spirit People: Native American Gender Identity, Sexuality, and Spirituality, ed. Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Wesley Thomas, and Sabine Lang, (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1997) 1-18.

“Chapter 23” in Audre Lorde, Zami: A New Spelling of My Name, (Freedom, CA: The Crossing Press, 1998) 176-183.
Kaushalya Bannerji, “No Apologies” in A Lotus of Another Color: An Unfolding of the South Asian Gay and Lesbian Experience, ed. Rakesh Ratti (Boston: Alyson Publications, Inc., 1993) 59-64.
In-class video: Tongues Untied AV#84243
September 30

Defining Ourselves

“Paige,” “Hina,” and “Jennifer and Phoebe” in Andrew Matzner, “O Au No Keia”: Voices from Hawai’i’s Mahu and Transgender Communities ([S.I.]: Xlibris Coporation, 2001), 139-150, 217-226, 249-272.
Week 7 

October 5

Library Research Day, Meet in EP 125
October 7

Sex Acts and Identity

Tomás Almaguer, “Chicano Men: A Cartography of Homosexual Identity and Behavior,” The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader, ed. Henry Abelove, Michèle Aina Barale, David M. Halperin (New York: Routledge, 1993) 255-273.
Week 8

October 12 

Men on the DL
E. Lynn Harris, Invisible Life (New York: Anchor Books, 1994).
Suggested additional readings: Phillip Brian Harper, “Eloquence and Epitaph: Black Nationalism and the Homophobic Impulse in Responses to the Death of Max Robinson,” The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader, ed. Henry Abelove, Michèle Aina Barale, David M. Halperin (New York: Routledge, 1993) 159-175.
October 14

Coming Out
Connie S. Chan “Issues of Identity Development Among Asian-American Lesbians and Gay Men,” Journal of Counseling and Development 68 (September/October 1989): 16-20. 

Alice Y. Hom, “Stories from the Homefront: Perspectives of Asian American Parents with Lesbian Daughters and Gay Sons” in Asian American Sexualities: Dimension of the Gay and Lesbian Experience, ed. Russell Leong (New York: Routledge) 37-50.
In-class video: Coming Out, Coming Home AV#83938
Week 9
October 19

Negotiating Home
Beverly Little Thunder, “I am a Lakota Womyn,” and Michael Red Earth, “Traditional Influences on a Contemporary Gay-Identified Sisseton Dakota” in Two Spirit People: Native American Gender Identity, Sexuality, and Spirituality, ed. Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Wesley Thomas, and Sabine Lang, (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1997) 203-216.
Jo Carillo, “Maria Littlebear” in Lesbian Fiction: An Anthology, ed. Elly Bulkin(Watertown, MA: Persephone Press, 1981) 17-22. 

Jewell Gomez, “I lost it at the Movies,” in Making Face, Making Soul: Haciendo Caras, ed. Gloria Anzaldúa (San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 1990) 203-206.

October 21

Creating Community

Gina Masequesmay, “Negotiating Multiple Identities in Queer Vietnamese Support Group,” Journal of Homosexuality 45, no. 2/3/4 (2003): 193-215.
Week 10

October 26

Desire and the Racialized Body
Reading TBA
October 28 

Pornography 
Audre Lorde, “The Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power,” The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader, ed. Henry Abelove, Michèle Aina Barale, David M. Halperin (New York: Routledge, 1993) 339-341.

Richard Fung, “Looking for My Penis: The Eroticized Asian in Gay Porn,” in Asian American Sexualities, Russell Leong, ed. (New York: Routledge, 1996) 181-191.
Week 11 

November 2

Drag Kings and Racial Difference
Judith Halberstam, “Mackdaddy, Superfly, Rapper: Gender, Race, Masculinity in the Drag King Scene,” Social Text no.52/53 (Autumn-Winter, 1997): 104-131.

November 4

Transnational Drag Queens
Chapter 5 – “ ‘To Play with the World’: The Pageantry of Identities,” in Martin Manlansan IV, Global Divas (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003) 126-152.
Week 12 

November 9

Immigration
Eithne Luibheid, Entry Denied: Controlling Sexuality at the Border (Minneapolis : University of Minnesota Press, 2002).
November 11

Sex and the Spectre of AIDS

Rafael M. Diaz and George Ayala, “Love, Passion and Rebellion: Ideologies of HIV Risk Among Latino Gay men in the USA,” Culture Sexuality and Health 1, no.3 (1999): 277-293.

“Chapter 6: Tita Aida: Intimate Geographies of Suffering” in Martin Manlansan IV, Global Divas (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003) 152-183.
Suggested additional reading: Rafael Diaz and George Ayala, Social Discrimination and Health (New York: National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 2001).  
Week 13 

November 16

Media Representation

Jasbir K. Puar and Amit S. Rai, “Monster, Terrorist, Fag: The War on Terrorism and the Production of Docile Patriots,” Social Text 72 20, no. 3 (Fall 2002): 117-148.

November 18

Queer Productions
Denise Uyehara, “Hello (Sex) Kitty,” O Solo Homo: The New Queer Performance (New York: Grove Press, 1998) 375-409.
In-class video: Watermelon Women AV#81789
Week 14 



November 23

African American Music and the Myth of Sexuality

Eric Garber, “A Spectacle of Color: The Lesbian and Gay Subculture of Jazz Age Harlem,” Hidden From History: Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past, ed. Martin Duberman, Martha Vicinus, and George Chauncey, Jr. (New York: Meridian, 1989) 318-331.
Community survey due at the beginning of class

November 25
Thanksgiving, No Class 

Week 15


November 30

Individual meetings in ESP 106
December 2
Repairing Rifts and Building More Bridges
Gloria Anzaldúa, “En Rapport, In Opposition: Cobrando Cuentas a las Nuestras” in Making Face, Making Soul: Haciendo Caras, ed. Gloria Anzaldúa (San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 1990) 142-148.

Sharmeen Islam, “Toward a Global,” in A Lotus of Another Color: An Unfolding of the South Asian Gay and Lesbian Experience, ed. Rakesh Ratti (Boston: Alyson Publications, Inc., 1993) 41-46.

Gloria Anzaldúa, “Preface: (Un)natural Bridges, (Un)safe Spaces,” Hector Carbajal, “Nacido en un Puente/Born on a Bridge,” and Max Valerio Wolf, “Now that you’re a white man,” This Bridge We Call Home: Radical Visions for Transformation, ed. Gloria E. Anzaldua and Analouise Keating (New York: Routledge, 2002) 1-5, 50-53, 239-254.
Week 16

December 7
Final Presentations
December 9

No class, independent research day
December 16 

Research Papers due at noon in ESP 106
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