Introduction to Human Sexuality, HMSX 300, Fall 2008 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00-12:15  BH236
Amy Sueyoshi, Associate Professor in Ethnic Studies and Sexuality Studies
Webpage: online.sfsu.edu/~sueyoshi/

EP 111c, 415-405-0774

Office Hours: Tuesdays 12:30-2:30 and by appointment
sueyoshi@sfsu.edu

E-reserves password: buttplug
Teaching Assistants

Shaily Matani, shailymatani@gmail.com


Julia Palm, palmjulia@gmail.com 

Ray San Diego, flyingsnow83@yahoo.com
This introductory course explores the theoretical and social implications of sexuality as both gender and desire.  By examining sexuality through multiple disciplines, such as literature, anthropology, sociology, biology, law and history, students will acquire basic knowledge of major debates in sexuality studies.  Though the class is framed largely in an American context, coursework should serve as a springboard to stimulate thinking about issues of sexuality broadly.  The course just as importantly serves to introduce students to the wealth of SFSU sexuality studies faculty through a series of guest speakers.  Requirements include assigned readings, class participation, two midterms and a final exam.  Attendance and class participation are mandatory.  The first midterm will be drawn from materials from weeks one through four. The second midterm will be drawn from weeks six through nine.  The final will be cumulative and cover materials from the entire semester including the remaining five weeks of the course.  Significant improvement in test grades will be considered in determining the final course grade. One extra credit opportunity could boost your final course grade one third of a grade. See the final page of the syllabus for details.
Participation

15%

Midterm #1

25%

Midterm #2

25%

Final exam

35%

All readings except for those designated are available online on e-reserves on the library web page. Go to the library home page at www.library.sfsu.edu.  Select “electronic reserves” to the left.  Select the instructor name or course number.  Type in the course password “buttplug” and select the week in which the readings are due.

CLASS OUTLINE

Week 1

August 26

Introduction

August 28

Foundations of Gender

Norma McCoy, “Innate Factors in Sex Differences,” from Beyond Sex Roles 2d ed., A.G. Sargent, ed., (St. Paul, MN: West, 1985), 121-138.

Chapter 3 - “New Science, One Flesh” in Thomas Laqueur, Making Sex: Body and Gender from Greeks to Freud (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1990), 63-113.

Week 2
September 2

Intersex and the Category of Gender

Suzanne Kessler, “The Medical Construction of Gender: Case Management of Intersexed Infants,” Signs 16, no. 1 (1990): 3-26.

Anne Fausto-Sterling, “The Five Sexes, Revisited,” The Sciences (July/August 2000): 19-23.

September 4
Gender and the Social Constructionist Debate

Anne Fausto-Sterling, “Chapter 3 - Of Genes and Gender,” Myths of Gender: Biological Theories of Men and Women, rev. ed. (New York: Basic Books, 1992), 61-89.

In-class film: “Sex: Unknown” Nova (2001) 1 hr.

Week 3

September 9

Butches, Femmes, and Fairies 
George Chauncey, Chapter 2 – “The Fairy as the Intermediate Sex” in Gay New York (New York: Basic Books, 1994), 48-63.
Shane Phelan, “Public Discourse and the Closeting of Butch Lesbians” in Butch Femme: Inside Lesbian Gender, ed. Sally Munt (London: Cassell, 1998), 191-199.

Jewelle L. Gomez, “Femme Erotic Independence” in Butch Femme: Inside Lesbian Gender, ed. Sally Munt (London: Cassell, 1998), 101-108.

September 11

Transsexuality
Julia Serano, “Chapter 4 – Boygasms and Girlgasms: A Frank Discussion About Hormones and Gender,” Whipping Girl (Emeryville, CA: Seal Press, 2007) 65-76 

In-class film: “You don’t know Dick” AV #835 
Week 4
September 16

Defining Transgender

Julia Serano, “Chapter 1 – Coming to Terms with Transgenderism and Transsexuality,” Whipping Girl (Emeryville, CA: Seal Press, 2007), 23-34.

Pat Califia, “Chapter 8 – The Future of Gender and Transgenderism,” Sex Changes: Politics of Transgenderism (San Francisco, CA: Cleis Press, 1997), 245-277.
Guest Speaker Julia Palm

September 18

Misogyny, Transphobia, and Violence
Susan Brownmiller, Chapter 8, “Power: Institution and Authority,” Against Our Will: Men, Women, and Rape (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1976), 256-282.

Janice Raymond, Preface in The Transsexual Empire: The Making of the She-Male (Boston: Beacon Press, 1979), xiii-xxvii.
Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, “ ‘The Mind That Burns in Each Body’: Women , Rape and Racial Violence,” in Powers of Desire: The Politics of Sexuality (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1983), 328-349.

Week 5

September 23

 Midterm Review 

September 25

Midterm #1

Week 6

September 30

Romantic Friendships and Friendly Lovers
Caroll Smith-Rosenberg, “The Female World of Love and Ritual: Relations Between Women in Nineteenth-Century America,” A Heritage of Her Own: Toward a New Social History of American Women, eds. Nancy Cott and Elizabeth Peck (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1979), 311-342.

Karen V. Hansen, “No Kisses is Like Youres,” in Lesbian Subjects: A Feminist Studies Reader, ed. Martha Vicinus (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1996): 178-207

October 2

Sexual Orientation and the “Gay Gene”

Simon Levay, “Chapter 12 – So Full of Shapes Is Fancy: Sexual Orientation and Its Development” in The Sexual Brain (Cambridge: Bradford Book, Massachusetts Institute of Technology Press, 1993): 105-130.

William Byne, “The Biological Evidence Challenged,” Scientific American 270, no. 5 (May 1994): 50-55.

Dorothy Nelkin and Susan M. Lindee, “Creating Natural Distinctions,” in A Queer World, Martin Duberman, ed. (New York: New York University Press, 1997), 309-317.

Week 7 
October 7

Sexuality, Migration, and Health
Héctor Carillo, Jorge Fontdevila, Jaweer Brown, and Walter Gómez, Risk Across Borders: Sexual Contexts and HIV Prevention Challenges among Mexican Gay and Bisexual Immigrant Men (San Francisco: Héctor Carillo, 2008). 
(Download FREE from www.caps.ucsf.edu/projects/Trayectos/monograph/index.html)

Guest Speaker Héctor Carillo
October 9 

Sex Tours and Mail Order Brides

Deborah Pruitt and Suzanne La Font, “For Love and Money: Romance Tourism in Jamaica,” Annals of Tourism Research 22, no. 2 (1995): 422-440.

In-class film: To Russia for Love 
Week 8

October 14

Women, HIV, and Religion

Pamela Y. Collins, Hella von Unger and Adria Armbrister, “Church ladies, good girls, and locas: Stigma and the intersection of gender, ethnicity, mental illness, and sexuality in relation to HIV risk,” Social Science & Medicine 67, no. 3 (August 2008): 389-397.
Guest Speaker Rita Melendez

October 16
The Question of Bisexual Identity 

Carol A. Queen, “Strangers at Home: Bisexuals in the Queer Movement,” Outlook (Spring 1992): 23, 29-33.

Pat Califia, “Gay Men, Lesbians, and Sex: Doing it Together,” Public Sex: The Culture of Radical Sex (Pittsburgh and San Francisco: Cleis Press, 1994), 183-189.
Week 9

October 21

Pornography
Andrea Dworkin, Chapter 7 – “Whores,” Pornography: Men Possessing Women (New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1981), 203-224.
Ellen Willis, “Feminism, Moralism, and Pornography” in Powers of Desire: The Politics of Sexuality, Ann Snitow, Christine Stansell, and Sharon Thompson, eds. (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1983), 460-467.

Richard Fung, “Looking for My Penis: The Eroticized Asian in Gay Porn,” in Asian American Seuxalities, Russell Leong, ed. (New York: Routledge, 1996), 181-191.

October 23

The Queer Crime of Cross-Dressing


Clare Sears, “Electric Brilliancy: Cross-Dressing Law and Freak-Show Displays in Nineteenth Century San Francisco,” Women’s Studies Quarterly, In Press, Expected Publication Dec. 2008. 
Guest Speaker Clare Sears 
Week 10

October 28 

Midterm Review 
October 30

Midterm #2
Week 11 

November 4

Africentrism and Queerness: Conceptions and Misconceptions
Reading TBA
Guest Speaker Ken Monteiro 
November 6

Sex, Gender, and War
Deb Cohler, “Sapphism and Sedition: Producing Female Homosexuality in Great War Britain,” Journal of the History of Sexuality 16, no.1 (January 2007): 68-94.
Guest Speaker Deb Cohler 
Week 12

November 11

Intersection of Mixed Race and Sexuality
Reading TBA
Guest Speaker Andrew Jolivette

November 13

Race, Respectability, and Deviance
Maxine Clair, “The Creation,” Rattlebone (New York: Penguin Books, 1994), 143-171.
Roderick A. Ferguson, “Chapter 4 – Something Else to Be,” Aberrations in Black (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2004), 110-121.

Guest Speaker Shaily Matani 
Week 13

November 18

Marriage Equality Movements
Readings TBA
Guest Speaker Joanne Barker 
November 20

Consuming Sex

Allison Kavanagh Alavi, “Little White Lies: Race, Dildos, and American Culture,” in Sex Matters:The Sexuality and Society Reader, ed. Mindy Stombler, et.al. (Boston: Pearson Education, Inc., 2004): 86-90.

Visit to Good Vibrations
Week 14

November 25
Fall Break, No Class 

November 27

Fall Break, No Class

Week 15


December 2
Asian Americans and Sexuality

Readings TBA
Guest Speaker Ray San Diego


December 4

NSRC and the Future of Sexuality Studies


Guest Speaker Gil Herdt 

Week 16

December 9
Sexuality and Aging
Antonette M. Zeiss and Julia Kasl-Godley, “Sexuality in Older Adults’ Relationship,” Generations (Summer 2001): 18-25.
Guest Speaker Brian Devries


December 11

Sexuality Education
Janice Irvine, “Introduction,” Talk About Sex: The Battles Over Sex Education in the United States (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2008), 1-15.

Jessica Fields, “Chapter 3 – Prophylactic of Talk,” Risky Lessons: Sex Education and Social Inequality (Piscataway, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2008), 68-97.
FINAL EXAM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2008 
10:45AM-1:15PM
EXTRA CREDIT for HMSX 300
Fall 2008
One extra credit opportunity could boost your final course grade one third of a grade. The extra credit assignment will be graded credit or not credit. ALL requirements of the extra credit assignment must be fulfilled to receive credit. 

Requirements

1) Read one of the following works: 
· Tristan Crane, Ted Naifeh, and Danielle Willis, How Loathsome (Singapore: Ted Naifeh and Tristan Crane, 2004). 
· Jamison Green, Becoming a Visible Man (Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Press, 2004).
· Julia Serano, Whipping Girl: A Transsexual Woman on Sexism and the Scapegoating of Femininity (Emeryville, CA 2007) (Emeryville, CA: Seal Press 2007). 

2) Write a two-page, double-spaced response paper on the above work that you read. The first page should summarize the work’s content including pinpointing the argument or purpose of the work. The second page must articulate your reaction or opinion of the work.

3) Attend a panel at the GLBT Historical Society on Tuesday, December 9 with Tristan Crane, Jamison Green, and Julia Serano. The GLBT Historical Society is located at 657 Mission Street #300 at New Montgomery. For additional information go to www.glbthistory.org. The panel starts at 6:30pm.
4) Ask one question to either Tristan Crane, Jamison Green, Julia Serrano, or all three.

Again, ALL FOUR of the above requirements must be fulfilled to receive credit for the extra credit assignment.  If you have any questions about the writing or any other component of the assignment feel free to come visit me during office hours. 
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