Gotta Serve Somebody
 [Bob Dylan & Grateful Dead Audio .mp3 2.1Mb]
It has been said that one cannot work for two masters: “You cannot serve both God and the Devil.” Yet the basic distinction between holding a job and practicing a profession is that members of a profession must uphold a public interest and standards of the profession itself in addition to obliging the client of the moment. Attorneys, for example, are to represent their clients zealously, but as officers of the court they may not procure false testimony under oath, nor advise a client to violate established law. (Professional Responsibility Rules 3-210 and 5-200) Their duty is not to conceal the truth, but to present it in the best possible light. The independent auditor who certifies a corporate financial report, according to the U.S. Supreme Court:

“[A]ssumes a public responsibility transcending any employment relationship with the client. The independent public accountant performing this special function owes ultimate allegiance to the corporation's creditors and stockholders, as well as to the investing public.” U.S. v. Arthur Young & Co, 465 U.S. 805, 817-818 (1984) 

Tax advisors, whether lawyers, accountants or Enrolled Agents, may help clients plan their affairs so as not to pay one cent more than the law requires, but a signature on a return is also an attest, under penalty of perjury, that it is "true, correct and complete". 

The way to reconcile client goals with public interest is to recognize that they are not true opposites, but share common ground. The client remains a member of the community, even when there are disputes between them. A victory won unjustly, by dishonest means, injures both the winner and the loser, while the skilled efforts of sincere professionals benefit the shared social order as well as those who engage their particular services. The client is not God, and the IRS is not the Devil. The professional ideal joins quality of work with integrity of acts, allowing those who practice well to serve both private interests and public goals. 

