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At long last-President
il rights measure

The m 0 s t far-reaching civil
ri ghts bill in Unite d States his­
tory, spe lli ng out su ch Iunda­
mental ri ghts as voting and ern­
plo ym ent, becam e th e law of the
land last week.

President J ohn son s igne d th e
measure as the na tion mar ked
the 188th anniver sary of the Dec ­
la ra tio n of Indepen den ce wh ich
firs t proclaim ed th e "una liena ble
ri ght s" of mankind .

Th e bill passed th e House of
Rep resen tatives early th is ye ar
and th en underwent ne arly th ree
months of Dixiecrat fillibust er­
in g in th e Se nat e. Fi na l passage
was assured in mid-June wh en
th e Se na te vo ted cloture to lim it
deba te and fo r th e fi rs t tim e in
histo ry cut of[ a souther n fil i­
bus ter against civil ri ghts.

CLOTU Il E an d th e Senat e's
f inal passage of the me asure by
a 7:l-27 vote reflected a long ca m­
pa ign by minorities, labor and
other progr essive forces. It stem­
me d from a groundswell of Negro
prot est and hom s uch s iuns of
uni ted s uppo r t for civil r igh ts as
las t year 's m a s s i v e March on
Wa shington.

All bu t a small frac tion of th e
Sena te's Repu blican s joined with
northe rn Democrats in th e clec­
tio n yea r approva l of th e meas ­
ure. Twen ty-one D i x i e Demo­
cra ts an d six Republ ican s, in ­
clud ing the party's prospective
P res idential can dida te , B a r r y
Goldwat er, mad e up th e enti re no
vote on Sena te passage.

Lab or and civi l ri ghts lead ers
ha iled th e legisl ative victory but
warned that there mu st be con­
cr et e action to tran slate th e law 's
pri nciples int o realit y. " Let us
recognize," sa id AI·'L-CIO Pres.
Geo rge Mean y, " tha t a law is the
beginning of ju stice, not it s ful ­
fi llme nt. " Civil ri g h t s lead ers
planned imme dia te act ion to test
th e sta tute.

]\II':ANY WARNED t h at th e
" batt le was not wag ed to wi n
eq ua l ri gh ts to unemplo ym en t or
an eq ua l d istribution of pover ty
. .. for eq ua l op portunity to be
rea lized we must have full op­
port uni ty. An d full opportuni ty
means jobs and good wages for
a iL"

The bill will pun ish viola to rs
found guilty of cr imina l con tempt
by fin es of $1,000 or six mont hs
imp r isonment. I ts pro visions are:

1. R a c ia I disc riminat ion in
qu al ifica tions for vot ing is out­
lawed . Th e bill speeds legal r eo
d ress for those who suffer voting
d iscriminati on and r estricts " lit­
eracy tes ts ."

2. TIIOSE di s c rim i n a t ed
aga inst or segregated in s u c h
pl aces of public accomm odati on
as hotels, mo t e l s, r est au rants,
th eat ers, spo rt a renas or se rvice
s ta t ions may seek re lie f in th e
courts. Privat e clubs and sma ll
r ooming houses are exe mpted.

3. Th e attorney ge neral has
authority to file civil sui ts to end
discrimination or segregat ion in
st at e or local gove r nme nt-owne d
facil ities except sc hools. Th e in ­
j ured person mu st in iti ate th e
com pla int.

4. Th e U.S. commission er' of
ed uca tion mu st survey th e effects
on equa l ed uca tio na l op portu nity
of public school discr imina tion
an d segregation an d mu st re por t
to th e Pres ident and Congress
within two years. Th e at torney
ge neral is author ized to protect
th e r igh ts of perso ns com pla in­
ing of discr im in ation.

5. TilE Civil Rights Commis­
sion is em powered to ser ve as a

national clearing house on an
facets of discrim ina tion and seg­
r egat ion and to hold hea ri ngs.

6. Disc rim in ation in any Fe d­
erall y-assi st ed state or local proj­
ec t is outlawed . If dis cri mination
is not ended volunta r ily th e gov­
ernme nt can cut off aid.

7, E ffec tive one ye ar fr om now,
discr iminati on in hir ing , wa g e
p racti ces and un ion membership
is for bidden. An Equa l E mploy­
ment Opportunity Commission is
to in vestigat e suc h d iscriminat ion
and may sue for complian ce.

8. TIlE SECRETAIlY of corn­
merce is to compile voting and
vot er r egist r ati on s ta tis tics, based
on th e 1970 ce nsus, in areas ree­
ornmcnded by th e Civil Rights
Commission.

9. Th e attorney gener al may
interven e in civ il suit s fi led to
p rotes t den ial of eq ua l p rote ction
of th e law as a result of disc ri m­
ination . He is to in tervene if he
f inds th e case is of "g ene ra l pub­
lic impor tance."

10. A comm un ity re la tions serv­
ice is establis hed to work with
local com munit ies and in d ivid­
uals, to assure compliance with
th e law.


