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Abstract

This thesis crtically examines the nature of racial classification as traditionally used in physical
anthropology through a discussion of the historical development of the concept of “race.”
Building on a theoretical framework that engages the philosophy of science and the social
history of racial thought, the major emphasis is on developing alternatives to “race” and racial
categories in the study of human biodiversity, with specific reference to the field of forensic
anthropology. Through an osteological analysis of individual variants and population varance,
practical methods for studying human varation are presented based on the anthropometric
and anthroposcopic data obtained. The thesis discussion also incorporates recent advances in
the study of molecular genetics.
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