
COURSE SYLLABUS 
ANTH 899: DIRECTED READINGS FOR THESIS RESEARCH 

 
Semester: Fall 2008 Section: arr. hours 
Instructor: Mark C. Griffin Office: 395 Science 
Phone: 338-7519 E-mail: mgriffin@sfsu.edu 
Web Page:  http://online.sfsu.edu/~mgriffin/mcg-home.html 
Office Hours: MWF 12:00-1:00 or by appt. 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
The focus of this course is on the research, analysis, and synthesis of the theoretical and 
methodological background of your thesis.  The material will primarily consist of current topics 
in the field of bioanthropology applicable to your thesis.  The emphasis of the course will be on 
the theoretical background for your thesis and the application of that theory to actual data.  In 
addition to weekly reading assignments there will be weekly assignments covering data entry 
and statistical analysis. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
A typed précis will be prepared for each reading.  Précis are due the week of the reading 
assignment.  The instructor and student will spend at least one hour per week discussing the 
material covered in the readings.  The précis will form the basis of a discussion of the articles 
and related subjects each week.  At the end of the semester a final paper, summarizing and 
synthesizing the course material will be due.  The final paper will be about 40-50 pages.  The 
paper will form the theoretical basis for a statistical analysis using the data entered over the 
course of the semester. 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS: 
 
Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. 1995. The Craft of Research. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Thomas, David Hurst. 1986. Refiguring Anthropology: First Principles of Probability and 

Statistics. Prospect Heights, Illinois: Waveland Press. 
 
 
 
SCHEDULE: 
 

WEEK TOPIC READING
  
1 Bioarchaeology Theory and Method I Larsen 2002

2 Bioarchaeology Theory and Method II Wright and Yoder 2003 
Knudson and Stojanowski 2008 
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3 Introduction to Basic Statistics I Thomas 1986: Chp. 1, 2 

4 Theoretical Background TBA

5 Theoretical Background TBA

6 Theoretical Background TBA

7 Theoretical Background TBA

8 Theoretical Background TBA

9 Theoretical Background TBA

10 Methodological Background TBA

11 Methodological Background TBA

12 Cultural Context TBA

13 Cultural Context TBA

14 Write-up and editing 

15 Write-up and editing 

 
FINAL PAPER DUE --  Last Day of the Semester
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Repatriation and the Smithsonian Institution. Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press. 
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Human Skeletal Remains. Proceedings of a Seminar at The Field Museum of Natural History. 
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Archaeological Survey. 
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Research In Press. 
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Archaeological Research 10(2):119-166. 
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Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press. 
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