
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
ANTHROPOLOGY 545: BIOARCHAEOLOGY 

 
Semester: Spring 2008 Section: 1 (5:00-7:45, M, SCI 273) 
Instructor: Mark C. Griffin Office: 395 Science 
Phone: 338-7519 E-mail: mgriffin@sfsu.edu 

Office Hours: MWF 1:00-2:00 or by appt. 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
Archaeologists have only recently begun to explore the potential of human skeletal remains for 
reconstruction of past lifeways.  This course focuses on this new direction in anthropology.  The 
material builds on concepts introduced in the Human Osteology course and is focused at the population 
level of analysis rather than the individual level.  Specifically, this course examines the reconstruction 
from skeletal populations of patterns of subsistence, diet, disease, demography, and physical activity.  
Completion of ANTH 530 (Human Osteology) or the approval of the instructor is required for this 
course. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 There are three laboratory practical exams for this course.  Cumulatively, these will contribute 15% 
toward your final grade.  There are two scheduled exams: one mid-term and a non-cumulative final.  
Each exam contributes 25% toward your final grade.  Each student will prepare (and give) a one-hour 
Powerpoint presentation and a research paper on one of the assigned topics in the course.  These will 
contribute the final 35% toward your grade.  Because of the seminar nature of this course, no 
incompletes will be given for this course. 
 
TEXTBOOKS: 
 
LARSEN, CLARK SPENCER. 1997. Bioarchaeology: Interpreting behavior from the human skeleton. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cambridge University Press. 
 
The remaining readings are available at PhotoDay - 3418 Geary Blvd. (across from the Coronet 
Theater and Mel’s Diner). 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
 
Be here.  I do not take attendance (being here is your responsibility), but the information covered in 
class is essential for your essays.  Your grade will therefore be adversely affected if you do not come to 
class. 
 
EXAMS AND EXAM POLICY: 
 
Each of the two scheduled exams will be take-home essay exams (to be handed out one week prior to 
the exam date and due at the scheduled exam time).  All assignments for this course will be typed, 
double-spaced, and referenced using the style of Current Anthropology. 
 



 

You will be held responsible for all information presented in lectures, assigned readings, and any 
other media (i.e., films, video tapes, slides, etc.).  The assigned readings are meant to compliment 
the material presented in class, not substitute for it (i.e., attend lectures if you plan to pass the 
course). 

 
Due to the nature of the assignments, they cannot be turned in late except in extremely dire 
circumstances and only with the prior approval of the instructor.  Jammed printers, obstinate computers, 
incompetent computer users, recalcitrant cars, dead pets, irritating viruses, busy schedules, and general 
lack of prior planning are not valid excuses for late assignments.  Documented catastrophic illness 
(bubonic plague, typhoid, malaria) or death (yours) may be considered. 
 

SCHEDULE: 
 

TOPIC READING
 

Osteology Review: Cranial and Postcranial 
skeletal elements 
 

White and Folkens 1-13 

Osteology Review: Sex White and Folkens 17 

Osteology Review: Age-at-Death White and Folkens 17 
Johnston and Zimmer 1989 
İşcan and Loth 1989 
St. Hoyme and İşcan 1989 
 

Overview of Bioarchaeology Larsen Chp. 1 
 

Growth and Development Larsen Chp. 2 
Frisancho 1978 
 

Growth Disruption Larsen Chp. 2 
Goodman and Armelagos 1985 
Hutchinson and Larsen 1990 
Hummert and Van Gerven 1985 
 

Paleodemography Larsen Chp. 10 
Boddington 1987 
Buikstra and Konigsberg 1985 
Wood et al. 1992 
Saunders et al. 1995 
 

Population Distance Larsen Chp. 9 
Saunders 1989 
Berry and Berry 1967 
Lukacs and Hemphill 1991 
Szathmary 1993 
 



 

Biomechanics Larsen Chp. 6, 7 
Van Gerven 1982 
Ruff and Larsen 1990 
Larsen et al. 1991 
 

Dental Infection Larsen Chp. 3 
Larsen et al. 1991 
Kelley et al. 1991 
 

Skeletal Infection: Non-specific Larsen Chp. 3 
Goodman et al. 1984 
Stuart-Macadam 1985 
Cook 1984 
 

Skeletal Infection: Specific Larsen Chp. 3 
Merbs 1992 
Sullivan 1985 
Buikstra and Cook 1981 
 

Skeletal Trauma Larsen Chp. 4, 5 
Lovejoy and Heiple 1981 
Milner et al. 1991 
Walker 1989 
Jurmain 1991 
 

Dietary Reconstruction Larsen Chp. 8 
Schoeninger et al. 1990 
Schwarcz and Schoeninger 1991 
Crist 1995 
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