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ABSTRACT

In this study, I examine and interpret the origin,
development and function of “creationist movements” in the
American (United States) civilization. Through the application
of the theoretical model formulated by the anthropologist Anthony
F. C. Wallace concerning the formation, development and function
of religious movements, I show the foundations of creationist
movements in terms of how they operate for the perceived
betterment of society and how they become cultural integrators.
I provide a brief discussion of the cultural context which is
conducive for the operation of creationist movements and present
a comprehensive summary of the “revitalization model” which was
formulated by A. F. C. Wallace in order to interpret how the
creationist movement may be understood as a revitalization

movement of the American civilization.
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