CD 701: Language Differences and Disorders
Fall 2007

Wednesdays, 1:10-3:55pm, BH 149
Instructor: Nancy B. Robinson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Office Location: BH 105
Office Hours: M 1-3pm; W 10am-12noon; other times by appointment; Make appointment with CD Clinic Office
415.338.1001,BH 114
Phone: 415.405.2170
Email: nancyr@sfsu.edu

PREREQUISITES:
Admission as a graduate student to the CD Program or instructor consent regarding prerequisite coursework—
equivalent of CD 656, 668, 658.

READINGS:
1. Paul, R. (2007). Language Disorders from Infancy through Adolescence: Assessment and
Intervention, Third Edition. St. Louis: Mosby.

2. Fadiman, A. (1997) The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down. New York: Farrar, Straus and
Giroux.
Additional Readings to be posted on iLearn

KNOWLEDGE BASE THEME:

This course is designed to prepare competent, flexible professionals who can analyze and serve the needs of a
diverse population of language-impaired children, collaborating with other professionals to establish effective and
compassionate learning environments.

ASHA STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Standard III-C: The student will demonstrate advanced knowledge of the nature of language disorders in the early

childhood years including the etiologies, characteristics, psychological, developmental, linguistic, and cultural

correlates of childhood language disorders. Specific knowledge will be demonstrated in the following areas:

= receptive and expressive language (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics) in speaking,
listening, emerging literacy;

= cognitive aspects of communication (attention, memory, sequencing, problem-solving, executive functioning);

=  social aspects of communication (including challenging behavior, ineffective social skills, lack of
communication opportunities); and

= communication modalities (including oral, manual, augmentative, and alternative communication techniques
and assistive technologies).

Standard III-D: The student will demonstrate advanced knowledge of the principles and methods of prevention,
assessment, and intervention for children with language disorders, including consideration of the psychological,
developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates of the disorder areas listed above in Standard III-C.

COURSE DESCRIPTION and STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
This course will prepare students to analyze differences and disorders in children that include oral, verbal, and
symbolic communication disorders. Definitions, etiological variables, assessment and intervention approaches
considered. Students will demonstrate critical thinking, problem solving, and decision-making in the assessment and
intervention process for children with difficulties in oral language in the following areas:

1. Understand language development in the overall development of the child,
Plan assessment and intervention processes;
Analyze linguistic development through language sampling procedures;
Demonstrate understanding of cultural and linguistic differences in the assessment and intervention
process;
Analyze environmental variables related to the child’s communication behavior;
Collaborate with family members and related professionals;
Determine evidence-based intervention approaches;
Distinguish language differences from disorders; and

9. Examine intervention approaches in a variety of intervention settings.
Students will demonstrate mastery of course material through written exams, applied projects, oral presentation and
class discussion.
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REQUIREMENTS/ASSIGNMENTS: (See iLearn course web site for detailed requirements:
http://ilearn.sfsu.edu )

Weight Points Possible
Personal Philosophy & Discipline Reflection Paper 10 30
Case Study Review from Individual and Team Perspectives 10 30
Book Report & Discussion Summary 10 30
Intervention Abstract/Commentary 20 60
Midterm (In-Class) 25 75
Final (Take-Home) 25 75
TOTAL 100% 300

GRADING POLICY:

Letter grades will be assigned based on cumulative percentages for each student. Note due dates, as late assignments
and missed/make-up exams are not accepted, except with documented medical emergencies. Each late assignment
will be lowered by 1/2 grade each week after the due date, unless a documented emergency exists.

WITHDRAWALS
Withdrawal from the course is possible through the fourth week. See the SFSU Bulletin for more guidance.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES OR SPECIAL NEEDS:

Students who require accommodations for successful learning and completion of class assignments are requested to
alert your instructor in the first week of class. If needed, you may contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC).
Your instructor will work with DRC to make appropriate accommodations for your academic needs. Contact DRC at
Student Services 110; by phone 338-2472; or email: drc@sfsu.edu

The Learning Assistance Center is also available for students who need tutoring and assistance in writing, reading,
and study skills. LAC is located at HSS 348, phone: 338-1993, email: lac@sfsu.edu.

Additional Student Resources:
Associated Students Inc., Cesar Chavez Student Center M-103, (415) 338-1230 ext. 4. (phone), (415) 338-0522
(fax), http://www.asisfsu.org.

Cahill Learning Resource and Media Lab, Burk Hall 319, (415) 338-3423 (phone), http://clrml.sfsu.edu.

Proposed Schedule of Topics and Readings: Fall 2007

Week/Date Topic Reading (BEFORE CLASS, Assignment Due:
except 8/29)
1. 8/29 Introduction
2.9/5 SLP Roles & Scope of Practice in EC ASHA Documents online
3.9/12 Defintions & Risk Factors Paul: Chapter 1 &4
4.9/19 Cultural and Linguistic Differences I Paul: Chapter 5 Personal Philosophy/Discipline
Fadiman: Chapters 1-10 Refection Paper Due
5.9/26 Cultural and Linguistic Differences II Fadiman: Chapters 11-19
6.10/3 Prelinguistic Assessment & Intervention I Paul: Chapter 6, pp 213-245 Book Report Due
7.10/10 Prelinguistic Assessment & Intervention II Paul: Chapter 6, pp 245-263 Case Study Given
8.10/17 Emerging Language | Paul: Chapter 7, pp 264-291
9.10/24 Emerging Language 11 Paul: Chapter 7, pp 291-316
10.10/31 Developing Language I Paul: Chapter 8 Take Home Midterm Given
11.11/7 Developing Language 11 Paul: Chapter 9
12.11/8 Meet with ECSE Class: 4:00-530PM ALTERNATIVE ASSIGNMENT ARRANGED IF NEEDED
13.11/14 No Class, Instructor at ASHA Take Home Midterm Due—via email to instructor
13.11/21 Thanksgiving Holiday, no class
14.11/28 Language Sample Analysis Readings TBA Take Home Final Given
15.12/5 Guest Speaker: Early Intervention in SF Language Intervention
Bay Area Brief/Critique —due by via email
to instructor
16.12/12 Language Intervention Poster Session Student Presentations 1. Case Study Reflection Due
2. Language Intervention Peer
Commentary due
17.12/20 Take Home Final Due, Spm




