CD 65801 CoMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT AND DISORDERS

Seameder/Year: Spring, 2008 Instru ctor: Laura Epstein, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Classroom: Burk Hall 160 (In collaboration with Betty Yu, M.A., CCC-
Meeting Day/Time: Thurs. 1:10 — 3:55 p.m. SLP)

Office: BH 102 Office Hours: Mon 11:00 —12:00;

Phone: 338-1058 (but I prefer email!) Wednesday, 12:00 — 1:00

Email: lepstein@sfsu.edu Thursday, 4:00 — 6:00

COURSE DESCRIPTION
From SFSU Course Bulletin: Language acquisition, disorders and their causes in school age
children. Application of diagnostic and intervention techniques. Intended for CD majors.

Course prerequisites: CD 668 and CD major

This course will explore issues of atypicality as they relate to the development of language in
school age children. Topics covered include: (1) perspectives on defining language disorders; (2)
assessment considerations; (3) functional communication analysis; (4) the roles of narratives in
communication throughout the lifespan; (5) supports for children with atypical language
development. An emphasis is placed on understanding how language development is situated
within the ecology of individual, environmental, and larger social factors.

KNOWLEDGE BASE THEME

“Preparing reflective and innovative professionals as leaders who ensure the educational
development of diverse populations within our dynamic educational context” (San Francisco
State University Knowledge Base Statement).

Human Growth, Development and Learning Theory: The knowledge bases for this course are
derived from the perspective of competency in understanding and recognizing basic language /
communication skills. Such skills will be presented in the context of the cognitive, linguistic,
social, biological and neurological foundations of language. Great names and works in child
language development and disorders are focused on as much as possible. You will be guided as
to implications and orientations of various language disorders and interpretations of them, as well
as your own personal perspectives on them, with an eye towards of clinical application.

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL ACQUISITION (KASA) STANDARDS

Course content addresses KASA Standard III-C, etiologies and characteristics of language
disorders, and KASA Standard III-D, prevention and assessment of language disorders (with
intervention receiving less focus in this course).

ACCOMMODATION STATEMENT

If you are a student with disabilities who requires special accommodation in this course, you must
be registered with the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS). Your counselor will give you a
letter, which you must deliver to the instructor in person, to discuss appropriate accommodation.
This must be accomplished during the first three weeks of the semester.




ASSIGNMENTS

Required readings and attendance 5%

5 quizzes 25%
Case Study Final Journal & Synthesis 30%
Ongoing journal entries every other week 10%
In-class Presentation — Resources 20%
Forum posts every other week 10%

GRADING CRITERIA

98 -100 A+ 88-89 B+ 78-79 C+ 68 - 69 D+
93 -96 A 83-87 B 73-77 C 63 - 67 D
90 -92 A- 80-82  B- 70-72 C- 60 - 62 D-

REQUIRED READINGS

Books (Available in SFSU Bookstore)

Owens, R. E. (2004). Language disorders: A functional approach to assessment and intervention.
Boston: Pearson Education.

Ochs, E. & Capps, L. (2001). Living narrative: Creating lives in everyday storytelling.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Articles(Availablethrough iLearn https://ilearn .sfsu.edu or e-reserve http://eressfsu.edu)

The article selection may be subject to change during the semester.

Brice-Heath, S. (1982). What no bedtime story means: Narrative skills at home and school.
Language in society, 11(1), 49-76.

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1989). Ecological Systems Theory. Annals of Child Development, 6, 187-

249.

Duchan, J. F. (2005). The diagnostic practices of Speech-Language Pathologist in America over
the last century. In J. F. Duchan & D. Kovarsky (Eds.), Diagnosis as Cultural Practice.
Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter

Foster-Gallasso, M. L. (2005). Diagnosis as an aid and a curse in dealing with others. In J. F.
Duchan & D. Kovarsky (Eds.), Diagnosis as cultural practice. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter

Nevin, A., & Smith, R. (2007). Infusing disability studies into professional practice: Perspectives

and strategies. Paper presented at the Third Annual Research Conference, Miami Shores,
FL.

COURSE SCHEDULE
* Students are expected to complete readings assignments listed under each week’s class prior to
the class meeting.

Week 1 Course introduction.

1/24/08 Distribution of syllabi. Review of course competencies and requirements.
Review of normal language development. Presentation of the key issues in
atypical language development.

Week 2 Course introduction, continued.
1/31/08 Definition of foundational terms. Introduction to “disability”
Assignment:

Each group member will find one research article from peer-reviewed journal
on assigned language disorder topic to share on 2/21/08.



Week 3
2/7/08

Week 4
2/14/08

Week 5

2/21/08

Week 6

2/28/08

Week 7
3/6/08

Perspectives on “disability”

Guest lecturer: Emily Mintz. Perspectives and discourses on “disability”.
Implications of disability discourses on professional practice.

Establish community resource & case study groups. Assign language disorder
interest topics.

Reading (to be completed by today):
Foster-Gallasso, M. L. (2005)
Duchan, J. F. (2005)

Nevin, A. & Smith, R. (2007)

Assessment of children with language impairment
Phase 1 of case study: Standardized testing.

Reading (to be completed by today):
Owens Ch. 3

Assignment: Case study journal entry # 1

In-classquiz# 1

Resear ch arti cle with summaries due in class. Share research article
summaries with group members. Citation exercise. Discussion of assigned
reading.

Reading (to be completed by today):
Ochs & Capps (2001). Ch. 1

Assignments:

1. Forum posting # 1 (until midnight before class on 2/28/08)

2. Each group member will find two additional research articles by authors
cited at least twice in articles examined today. Articles will be brought in &
shared with group members on 3/6/08.

Language sampling
Phase 2 of case study: Language sample 1.

Reading (to be completed by today):
Owens Ch. 5

Assignment: Case study journal entry # 2

In-classquiz # 2
Resach articleswith summaries due in class. Cross-reference fact list.

Reading (to be completed by today):
Ochs & Capps Ch. 2

Assignment:
1. Forum posting # 2 (until midnight before class on 3/13/08)



Week 8
3/13/08

Week 9
3/20/08

Week 10
3/27/08

Week 11
4/3/08

Week 12
4/10/08

Week 13
4/17/08

2. Generate a list of resources with group by week 9.

3. Each group member should contact at least one resource by week 9.
Ethnographic language study

Phase 3 of case study: Language sample 2 & subject background

Reading (to be completed by today):
Owens Ch. 6

Assignment: Journal entry # 3
In-classquiz# 3

Reading (to be completed by today):
Ochs & Capps Ch. 3

Assignments:

1. Forum posting # 3 (until midnight before class on 4/3/08)

2. Determine the needs of children and families who may utilize the
community resources that you have researched. Determine if the resources
fulfill the needs that you have identified

Spring Break DNo Classed
Narrative Analysis
Phase 4: Parent Interview

Reading (to be completed by today):
Owens Ch. 8

Assignment: Journal entry # 4

Onlinequiz#4

No class meding this week due to California Speech-Language-Hearing
Association Annual Convention in Monterey. All class activities will take

place online.

Reading (to be completed by today):
Ochs & Capps Ch. 4

Assignment: Forum posting # 4 (until midnight before class on 4/17/08)
Phase 5: Community setting language sample

Reading (to be completed by today):
Brice-Heath (1982)

Assignment: Journal entry # 5



Week 14
4/24/08

Week 15
5/1/08

Week 16
5/8/08

Week 17

5/15/08

Week 18
5/22/08

In-classquiz#5

Reading (to be completed by today):
Ochs & Capps Ch. 5

Assignment: Forum posting # 5 (until midnight before class on 5/1/08)
Phase 6: Social and historical contexts

Reading (to be completed by today):

Bronfenbrenner (1989)

University of Wisconsin summary of Bronfenbrenner

Group Presentations — Community Resource Guide

Final Journal & Synthessduetoday

Group Presentations — Community Resource Guide

Group Presentations — Community Resource Guide



IN-CLASS PRESENTATION
COMMUNITY RESOURCES GROUP PROJECT

(A) Resarch
Over the course of the semester, you and your group members will conduct research on issues
related to a particular communication disorder. Your research will focus on two parts:

(1) A literature review on the disorder including defining features, diagnostic criteria,
and relevant current professional research. Imagine if you were presenting information
to parents of a child with this condition who are new to the diagnosis. The following are
some basic question that you should be able to answer through your research. What is this
condition? How can we tell if a child has this condition? How does this condition
typically impact communication and communication development? What are some
important things to keep in mind if we want to support the communication development
of a child with this condition?

(2) Community resources that provide support for individuals with the particular
disability and their families. Locate local agencies, programs, and/or support services,
which can be of assistance to individuals with your targeted communication disorder and
their families. The programs can range from services provided to children or families
from infant/preschool years through adult years. The programs do not have to be directly
related to rehabilitation, special education or disability services, but do have to offer
culturally appropriate supports that are helpful to the children or their families. Contact
(in person, by phone, or email) these programs. Interview at least a person working in
each of the programs.

(B) Class Presentation

Each group will have 50-minutes to present the research they have conducted on the targeted
communication disorder and the services offered by the agencies and programs that serve the
children and families impacted by the disorder. Your presentation should include a description of
the agencies/resources and information on how they address the needs of the population that you
have chosen to research. A typed fact sheetfor each agency, program or service should be made
available to the other class members through iLearn. Secure at least one agency brochure for the
instructor, and, if possible, for each student in the class The fact sheet should include the
following information: (1) Name of the Program, Address, Phone Number; (2) Contact Person(s);
(3) Population served; (4) Geographical Area Served; (5) Eligibility Requirements; (6) Services
Provided

(C) Brief Repart
A brief report of no more than 10 pages will be prepared and handed in to the instructor
only. The report should include the information in sections A & B above plus evaluative
comments, with special emphasis on answering the following questions:
*  What are some common reactions you found towards this population?
*  What are considerations for professionals working with this population?
* Do the targeted community resources/agencies educate the community in central
issues facing families of children with disabilities (i.e., disability awareness,
legal/educational rights, social networks)? How?




FORUM PoOsSTS

Every other week, you will be required to post an online forum entry of between 250 — 500
words. The forum posts are a way of engaging in a close reading of the assigned texts. Every
week, you will choose at least one quote/passage from the class readings and write about how
they relate to other readings you have and how they impact your understanding of communication
development/disorders. For example, you can discuss how different authors contradict, reinforce,
or extend the points made by others on a particular topic. It is not sufficient to reiterate the
information presented by the authors. You must offer additional insights by joining themes,
juxtaposing perspectives, or offering a different point of view. You may include external sources
when you feel they are relevant. Professional self-reflection is encouraged. You can reflect on
past experiences and discuss how the concepts introduced might explain behaviors that you have
observed or that you have engaged in yourself.

In the weeks that you post to the forum, you will also post one written commentary to at least one
classmate. The responses should be relevant to the concepts we are exploring in class and must be
constructive.

ONGOING CASE STUDY JOURNAL ENTRIES (EVERY OTHER WEEK)

Every other week, you will be required to make an entry regarding the semester long case study.
The entry should be at least 1-2 double-spaced pages. The content of the entries are relatively
opened-ended, although each entry should be centered on the theme of the week, which will be
discussed in more detail in class. You can also choose to answer one or more of the guiding
questions presented and explore in class each week for your journal entries. The aim of the case
study journal is to reflect upon how different sources of information and ways of analysis impact
your understanding of the needs of the child and his family.

You will bring your journal entries to class and share it with at least one classmate, followed by a
brief discussion. The journal entries will be handed in to the instructor at the end of class. You are
encouraged to revise, extend, rewrite, or comment on your own journal entries throughout the
semester.

CASE STUDY FINAL JOURNAL & SYNTHESIS

The purpose of this project is to allow you to synthesize information gathered throughout the
semester and to apply them to arrive at a fuller understanding of the issues affecting the
communication needs of the subject of our semester-long case study. In particular, it will explore
how the child’s communication development is affected by inter-related and complex systems
including individual characteristics, interpersonal relationships, institutional situations (e.g.,
home, school, community), and cultural/social/historical contexts in which the child is situated.
You will be graded on evidence of self-reflection, scholarly growth, and ability to synthesize
information for critical thinking over the semester.

The final journal project must include: (1) a collection of the journal entries written throughout
the semester; (2) a short paper (5-10 double-spaced pages) that serves as a final journal synthesis.
You are expected to describe the child’s communication needs, the factors impacting his
communication, and explore the supports that might help the child to communicate optimally.
Your assertions throughout the paper about the child and the family should be well-supported by
evidence and theories/concepts presented over the semester. Citations and references are expected
throughout. Reference source can include assigned class readings and your own original research.



